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Save the Children has been running programs  
in Australia for more than 60 years.
Save the Children is Australia’s leading independent 
emergency relief and development organisation for children. 
We save and protect children’s lives and we strive to give 
every child a safe and happy childhood. 

Save the Children was established in 1919 and works in 120  
countries around the world. In 1951, Save the Children 
Australia began programs for children in Australia focussing 
on health and education for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 

Islander children. Since then, our programs have developed 
significantly and we now run education and child protection 
programs for disadvantaged communities at more than  
100 sites. 

Save the Children Australia has offices in every state and 
territory and, last year, our programs in Australia helped 
improve the lives of more than 23,000 children, young people 
and parents.1

Education
Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD)
Play-based learning has long been recognised as an effective 
approach to support early childhood development.

Our main ECCD program is our Intensive Supported 
Playscheme, which runs in areas of disadvantage throughout 
Australia. With qualified Early Childhood Educators and 
Family Support Workers, the program provides early learning 
activities and parenting support to vulnerable families. The 
program prepares children for kindergarten and school and 
has been running for more than 30 years. 

Save the Children Australia operates Early Learning Centres 
in socially and geographically isolated communities in 
Western Australia, Queensland and Victoria.

We also run early learning programs for children and 
mothers from migrant and refugee backgrounds in Perth, 
Hobart, Sydney and Melbourne. These programs include 
Bilingual Support Workers who assist with referrals and 
linkages to other services as required.

Access to School
Education is one of the key factors to reducing disadvantage. 
Regular school attendance is vital for children’s development.

Our School Attendance programs in Darwin (NT) and 
Ceduna (SA) help to remove barriers that inhibit school 
attendance. Local Community and Family Support Workers 
are employed to work with parents, children, schools and 
community leaders to address local issues around nutrition, 
housing and transport to help ensure children participate 
regularly in school. 

All our ECCD programs build ‘school readiness’ and assist 
children to transition into the school environment and routines.

Youth Engagement
Our youth engagement programs provide vulnerable or 
at-risk young people with skills and opportunities to fully 
participate in community life. Save the Children Australia 
works with young people who have become disengaged 
from education, family or community life, or have come into 
contact with the law, to develop the skills and resilience they 
need to turn things around.

Child Protection
Parenting Support
In Australia, the number of children placed in out-of-home 
care has almost doubled over the past nine years and the 
number of children subject to child abuse and neglect 
remains unacceptably high. Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children also remain significantly over-represented.2

Our community-based programs work with parents and 
caregivers of children. Through the delivery of parenting 
courses, workshops and personalised support, we work 
to intervene early to reduce the risk of abuse or neglect of 
children in isolated and marginalised communities. We also 
support children and their mothers who have experienced 
family violence through our Queensland Domestic and 
Family Violence accommodation services.

1 Total Reach Figures, 2011   2 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2011

Our work in Australia.

Reconciliation  
Action Plan (RAP)
Our vision for Australia is a nation of equity, respect and 
partnership where every child attains the right to survival, 
protection, development and participation. To achieve 
this we must recognise the history of injustices faced by 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people. Save the 
Children is committed to ‘closing the gap’ and improving 
learning and protection outcomes for Aboriginal and/or 
Torres Strait Islander children through our Reconciliation 
Action Plan. 

You can read the full 
RAP on our website 
savethechildren.org.au

more 
information

Young people at Save the Children Australia’s Homework Program in  
Perth, Western Australia. Photo: Jim Holmes/Save the Children Australia

A boy at a program in Ceduna, South Australia.   
Photo: Mark Rogers/ Save the Children Australia

Our Vision
Our vision is a world 
in which every child 
attains the right  
to survival, protection, 
development and 
participation.

Our Purpose
Our purpose is to inspire 
breakthroughs in the 
way the world treats 
children and to achieve 
immediate and lasting  
change in their lives.

Our Values
• Accountability 
• Ambition 
• Collaboration 
• Creativity 
• Integrity.



Save the Children Australia is a member of the Australian Council for 
International Development (ACFID) and is a signatory to the ACFID Code 
of Conduct. The Code requires members to meet high standards of 
corporate governance, public accountability and financial management.

Save the Children Australia is fully accredited by the Australian Agency for 
International Development (AusAID), the Australian Government agency 
responsible for managing Australia’s overseas aid program.

Save the Children acknowledges the support of government agencies and other donors, 
including the Australian Government Department of Families, Housing, Community 
Services and Indigenous Affairs. 

Save the Children Australia acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as 
the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we work. We pay our respect 
to their Elders past and present.

Save the Children  
was founded by a  
remarkable woman.
Save the Children was founded in the United Kingdom in 1919 
by a remarkable woman, Eglantyne Jebb. The first Australian 
branch of Save the Children was established in the same year. 

Eglantyne believed that it was important to invest in 
children in order to secure a more just and peaceful future. 
So in 1923, Eglantyne penned five directives she believed 
were the fundamental rights of every child. Her legacy 
remains to this day; these directives evolved into the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, the most 
universally accepted human rights instrument in history.

Eglantyne Jebb founded Save the Children in 1919.
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National Office (Melbourne)
Level 6, 250 Victoria Parade 
East Melbourne VIC 3002
03 9938 2000

Australian Capital Territory
Unit 2/42 Geils Court  
Deakin ACT 2600
02 6285 1045

New South Wales
Suite 205, 410 Elizabeth Street 
Surry Hills NSW 2010
02 9211 8800

Northern Territory 
55 Hudson Fysh Avenue 
Ludmilla NT 0820
08 8946 0401 

Queensland 
28 Beesley Street 
West End QLD 4101
07 3844 2699

South Australia 
14 Conyngham Street 
Glenside SA 5065
08 8338 1777

Tasmania 
158 Murray Street 
Hobart TAS 7000 
03 6231 9488

Victoria
42 Dight Street 
Collingwood VIC 3066
03 8417 1400

Western Australia
1074 Hay Street 
West Perth WA 6005
08 9267 3900

1800 76 00 11
savethechildren.org.au

savethechildren.org.au/shop
@savechildrenaus
facebook.com/savethechildrenaustralia
youtube.com/savethechildrenaus

A staff member and young girl at our Playscheme program in Victoria.   
Photo: Robert McKechnie/Save the Children Australia.

You          make a difference
There are many ways you can make a difference to the lives of 
vulnerable children in Australia:

• donate
• volunteer with us
• become a Member.

Visit savethechildren.org.au for more ways you can make a 
difference, or for more information.
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Cover: Children listen to a story at Save the Children Australia’s kindergarten in 
Mooroopna, Victoria. Photo: Robert McKechnie/Save the Children Australia


